Palm Beach County Property Appraiser’s Office
Homeowner Association Newsletter – August 2017

Dear Taxpayers:
The long days of summer at the Property Appraiser’s Office certainly have been busy. In July, my
office received approval for the 2017 tax roll, from the Florida Department of Revenue (DOR).
This is a true testament to the hard work of the men and women in my office. County-wide
property values increased 7.34% from 2016 to 2017.
In August, we head into a critical stage in the tax roll process, as my office prepares the annual
Notice of Proposed Property Taxes or TRIM notices for all property owners in Palm Beach County.
This year’s TRIM notice will be mailed out on August 21, 2017.
What is a TRIM notice? In 1980, the Florida legislature passed the “Truth-in-Millage” (TRIM) act.
This law is designed to inform taxpayers which governmental entity is responsible for the taxes
levied and the amount of tax liability owed to each taxing entity. It also provides the market,
assessed, and taxable values of your property, plus information about qualified exemptions and
assessment caps.
It’s an important notice for all taxpayers, as it allows you an opportunity to provide input into
taxing authorities’ budgets and millage rates before they become final and to file a petition if
you feel your value is incorrect.
This month’s newsletter presents an overview of the TRIM notice and process. I hope you will find
this information helpful and a resource guide in the future.

Respectfully,
Dorothy Jacks, CFA, AAS
Palm Beach County Property Appraiser

The Truth in Millage (TRIM) Notice
The Truth in Millage (TRIM) Notice is not a bill, but
rather a document that has vital information about the
value of your property, which is based on market
conditions as of January 1, 2017.
The top portion of your TRIM notice has three main
columns, the first column representing “Your Property
Taxes Last Year” which shows the taxes and millage
rates that applied last year to your property. These
amounts were based on budgets adopted last year and
your property’s previous taxable value.
Tax rates or millages, are set by taxing authorities
(School Board, County Commission, City Commission,
etc.). The rates are adjusted annually by the taxing
authorities, to either raise or lower taxes depending on
how much money they need to fund their proposed
budgets.
The second column, “Your Taxes this Year if Proposed Budget Change is Made” reveals what
your taxes will be this year under the BUDGET ACTUALLY PROPOSED by each local taxing
authority. The proposal is not final and may be amended at the public hearings.
A listing of these hearings is shown on
the right side of the top portion of
the notice. It lists the date, time, and
location at which the taxing
authorities will discuss the proposed
tax rates for your property. It’s the
most appropriate occasion for
taxpayers to raise their concerns
about the budgets established by
taxing authorities.

The third column, “Your Taxes This Year if No Budget Change is Made” column shows what your
taxes would be this year based on last year’s budgets and your current assessment. The “rolledback rate” in column three is the millage rate that would raise the same amount of revenue as last
year if applied to the current tax roll.
The difference between columns 2 and 3 is the tax change (increase or decrease) proposed by
each local taxing authority and is not the result of higher assessments.

The middle portion of your
TRIM notice shows “Value
Information”. You’ll see the
“Market Value” listed for the
current year and the previous year.
The current year shows the Property Appraiser’s estimate of what your property could have sold
for on January 1, 2017.
The table below the “Value Information” box lists the Taxing Authorities, Assessed Value, any
Exemptions applicable for the
property, and the Taxable Value.
The “Assessed Value” column
shows the market value less any
benefit for the “Save Our Homes”
Cap or Agricultural Classification.
For Homestead properties, this
value cannot annually increase
more than 3% or the percentage change in the Consumer Price Index, whichever is less. If your
property is not your homestead, it cannot exceed 10% of the previous year’s assessed value.
The “Exemptions” column lists the specific dollar amount(s) that reduces your assessed value. The
“Taxable Value” column is the amount on which your taxes are actually based. The taxable value
is the assessed value minus the value of your exemptions.
An “Assessment Reductions”
table is listed next and shows
amounts based on applicable
statutory limitations and
benefits that may affect the
Assessed Value, such as the Save Our Homes cap or an Agricultural Classification. The value of
these limitations and benefits make up the difference between market and assessed value.

The bottom portion of your TRIM
notice displays a box labeled
“Exemptions Applied”. Here,
any exemption that impacts your
property is listed along with its
corresponding exempt value
(most commonly, the homestead
exemption). Specific dollar or
percentage reductions in assessed value may be applicable to a property based upon certain
qualifications of the property or property owner.

Also listed on your TRIM notice will be information regarding the process for filing a petition to
appeal the assessment and any denial of exemption. Your petition must be filed with the Value
Adjustment Board on or before the deadline, September 15, 2017. (Further explanation of the
VAB process will be in next month’s newsletter.)
The Non–ad Valorem portion (The Property Appraiser is not responsible for any assessments in
this portion of the TRIM notice) shows assessments that districts are charging you to provide
services to your area. These districts include the solid waste authority, special road assessments,
community development districts, etc. If you disagree with any of these assessments, you may
contact the districts directly, the phone number for each district is listed in the last column.

The Property Appraiser’s Office welcomes any questions regarding your TRIM notice, property
value, and exemption amounts. Contact our office for further information at 561.355.3230.
(Please note: The Property Appraiser's Office does not set tax rates nor does it collect taxes.
Questions about tax collections should be directed to the Palm Beach County Tax Collector's
Office at 561.355.2264.)

Community Outreach Presentations
Does your homeowner, condo association, community
organization, or business have inquiries about
exemptions, property valuations or other property
issues? Our staff is available for presentations at your
next meeting or can host an expo table with handouts
and answer questions. For more details, call Mike Pratt,
Director of Education Services and Community Outreach
at 561.355.4021 or Angie Mitchell, Executive Assistant
in Administration at 561.355.2860.

