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Goal 1. Sustain vibrant, healthy beaches

BEACH 

RENOURISHMENT

COASTAL  HABITAT 

PROTECTION

• 1.5 million cubic yards of sand 

on the County’s beaches 

• $4.3 million spent on beach 

renourishment

• 99% compliance on 

regulatory sea turtle lighting 

inspections

• Protected endangered 

species

• Maintained critical protection 

of coastal properties and 

infrastructure

BEFORE

AFTER

Lake Worth Beach

4
Jupiter - Carlin

Coral Cove Beach

IMPACTS



• 4 nesting pairs of American Oystercatchers 

hatched and raised eight chicks

• 51 acres of land area that’s been added for future 

conservation purposes

• 50% of County Parks tree inventory was completed

• $10,000 funding for bird and pollinator gardens at 

Busch Wildlife’s new Rocky Pines Campus in 

Jupiter, FL

• 57,781 volunteer hours dedicated to 

environmental stewardship = $1.7 million cost 

savings

Recently returned to PBC at our Spoil Islands

ERM Cleanup Volunteers 5

Goal 2. Maintain diverse resilient ecosystems



• 3 community improvement projects completed within 3 Countywide 

Community Revitalization Team areas

• $2 million committed to the Corbett Levee upgrade project

WATER QUALITY

• 100% completion of Petroleum Storage Tank Compliance Program

• 100% completion of all permitted wellfield facilities inspections

• 85,300+ tests were performed by the WUD with 100% regulatory 

compliance

• 1,605 miles of street sweeping to improve water quality and prevent storm 

sewer clogging

• $183 million in grant funding to provide 4.8 billion gallons of long-term 

water storage in the C-51 Reservoir Phase 2
Petroleum Storage Tank

WUD Water Quality Testing 6

Goal 3. Protect and support human health, safety, 

water quality and quality of life

SAFETY

COMPLIANCE



Goal 4.  Ensure positive  environmental

experiences for residents and visitors

3

• 1,050 events & 37,000+ participants at 

Park’s nature centers, Riverbend & PBC 

natural areas 

• 78 programs & 1,684 participants at library 

environmental programs

• 10,292 youth attended Mounts Botanical 

Garden environmental programs

• 7,500+ participants attended the ERM 

LagoonFest & Natural Areas Festival

• Expanded park facilities, including Paulette 

Burdick Park, Gramercy Park Neighborhood 

Center, Villages of Windsor Phase I, Green 

Cay Phase II
7
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Ambassadors of the WetlandsGreen Futures Program

Nature Ninja Warriors

Master Gardener Program

Adventure Awaits Program
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Goal 5. Promote sustainable, resilient

practices and principles

PBC Airport

Vista Center

Redbank Road

Climate Risk Workshop

PBC Flood Workshop

EMISSIONS REDUCTION
• 2,363 streetlights converted to LED

• 288 light fixtures at parks upgraded to LED

• 2,201 permits issued for solar installations

• 69 permits for electric vehicle charging stations

RESOURCE CONSERVATION
• 27 million gallons of water reclaimed per day for use as 

landscape irrigation

• 19 touchless water refill stations installed 

OUTREACH
• 162 attendees to climate risk community workshops

• 42 PBC municipal representatives attended the Palm 

Beach County Flood Workshop

• Collaborated with the SE FL Regional Climate Change 

Compact to host the Regional Climate Summit & Resilience 

Affordable Housing Workshop 8



Ag field day – Pest traps

Goal 6.  Preserve and enhance our

thriving agriculture

• 48 educational events for 2,206

commercial farmers and plant nursery 

operators

• 99 safety trainings for 1,769 agriculture 

workforce clients

• 2,597 CEUs delivered that support state-

required licenses related to agriculture 

workforce safety

• 239 urban horticulture teaching events 

reaching 5,597 citizens, emphasizing:

 Home vegetable/herb gardening

 Florida-Friendly™ Landscaping principles

 Specialty plants (orchids, bonsai, succulents)

 Cool plant biology

 Environmental stewardship

Yard weed ID Sweet Corn Fiesta 9

EAA – Leaf crops



UPCOMING CROSS-DEPARTMENT 

COLLABORATIONS:
• Implementing EPA $1M grant to expand tree canopy in the Glades

• Creating Resilience Hubs at the Libraries

• Collaborating on the iNaturalist City Nature Challenge

• Managing natural spaces together

10
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Environmental Protection 

Legacy In Palm Beach County
1984 - 1987 A citizen-led initiative recommended the best ecosystems for 

preservation to the BCC, which led in part to the creation of the 

Department of Environmental Resources Management in 1987.

1991 & 1999 Citizens approved $300 million in bonds to acquire over 31,000 

acres of conservation lands, improve parks, and create the 

Agricultural Reserve.

1992 - 2005  PBC Parks & Recreation built three nature centers.

1996 & 2004 Wakodahatchee & Green Cay Wetlands were constructed by WUD. 

1997 - 2003 The Countywide Community Revitalization Team and the Office 

of Community Revitalization were created.

2014  State Water and Land Legacy Amendment approved by 84.7% 

of PBC voters, the highest of any Florida county.

2017  BCC created the Office of Resilience, which supports sustainable 

development and environmental resiliency.

2018 Environmental Protection Cross-Department Team created! 11
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It’s all about the Environment !



1

• Backup and Addendum

• Not presented in 

person during 

workshop

Palm Beach County

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
Cross-Department Team

BCC Workshop - January 30, 2024



Palm Beach County
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S T R A T E G I C  P L A N N I N G  A N D  

P E R F O R M A N C E  M A N A G E M E N T
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ABOUT US
We are a mult i -discipl inary team comprised of 13 

Palm Beach County departments. Our object ive is to 

improve the County by implementing environmental,  

sustainable, and resi l ient strategies in an equitable 

way to better serve our communit ies and visi tors.

15 3
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Environmental Protection 

Legacy In Palm Beach County
1984 - 1987 A citizen-led initiative recommended the best ecosystems for 

preservation to the BCC, which led in part to the creation of the 

Department of Environmental Resources Management in 1987.

1991 & 1999 Citizens approved $300 million in bonds to acquire over 31,000 

acres of conservation lands, improve parks, and create the 

Agricultural Reserve.

1992 - 2005  PBC Parks & Recreation built three nature centers.

1996 & 2004 Wakodahatchee & Green Cay Wetlands were constructed by WUD. 

1997 - 2003 The Countywide Community Revitalization Team and the Office 

of Community Revitalization were created.

2014  State Water and Land Legacy Amendment approved by 84.7% 

of PBC voters, the highest of any Florida county.

2017  BCC created the Office of Resilience, which supports sustainable 

development and environmental resiliency.

2018 Environmental Protection Cross-Department Team created! 5
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SUSTAIN 

HEALTHY,

VIBRANT 

BEACHES

GOAL 1

7



Coastal

Resilience

BEACH 

RENOURISHMENT
COASTAL  HABITAT 

PROTECTION

Cubic yards of sand on the 

County’s beaches 

Regulatory sea turtle 

lighting inspections

1.5 MILLION 

3 ROUNDS

1 Beaches

BEFORE

AFTER

Lake Worth Beach

8Jupiter - Carlin

Coral Cove
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1 Beaches

11-Year Moving Average of Sand Placed on 

County Beaches

9

63% 
Volume 

Sears 
Tower

Beaches are a key economic engine for Palm Beach County.  They are the #1 draw for both 
residents and tourists, with over 4.5 million visitors to life-guarded beaches in 2023.

FY 2023 sand volume would 
fill 161 Jupiter Lighthouses ! 



MAINTAIN 

DIVERSE

RESILIENT 

ECOSYSTEMS

GOAL 2
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Wildlife & Habitat 
Preservation

American Oyster-catchers hatched

and raised eight chicks

Land area that’s been added for future 

conservation purposes

Parks tree inventory 

4 NESTING PAIRS

51 ACRES

50% COMPLETED

2 Ecosystems

Recently returned to PBC at our Spoil Islands

Busch Wildlife, Rocky Pine Campus—Bird & Pollinator Gardens 

11

$10,000 FUNDING
For bird and pollinator gardens at Busch Wildlife’s 

new Rocky Pines Campus in Jupiter, FL



Environmental 

Volunteers
57,781 VOLUNTEER HOURS

= $1.7 MILLION COST SAVINGS

• Residential horticultural best practices

• Florida-Friendly™ Landscaping principals

• Beach, park, and natural area cleanups

Parks Cleanup Volunteers

ERM Cleanup Volunteers

2 Ecosystem

12
IFAS Master Gardener 

Volunteer Program
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Volunteer Hours On Environmental Lands

2 Ecosystems
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≈ $1.7 million
≈ 27.8 FTE



GOAL 3
PROTECT AND 

SUPPORT 

HUMAN 

HEALTH, 

SAFETY, WATER 

QUALITY AND 

QUALITY OF 

LIFE
14



SAFETY
Completed 3 community 

improvement projects (speed hump 

installation) within 3 Countywide 

Community Revitalization Team areas

WATER QUALITY

On target for completing 100% for this 

fiscal year on all permitted wellfield 

facilities inspections

COMPLIANCE
Petroleum Storage Tank Compliance 

Program completed 100% on time

Projects

Over 85,300 tests were performed last 

year by the Water Utility Department.

100% regulatory compliance. 

3 Wellbeing

Petroleum Storage Tank

WUD Water Quality TestingCCRT Traffic Calming Device
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3 Wellbeing
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ENSURE 

POSITIVE 

ENVIRONMENTAL 

EXPERIENCES

FOR RESIDENTS 

AND

VISITORS

GOAL 4

17



PROJECT “ACCESS”
Garden clean-up and environmental education

GREEN FUTURES INTERNSHIP
Disadvantaged youth with exposure to careers and 

connections with nature

AMBASSADOR OF THE WETLANDS
Immersive student program to promote wetland 

stewardship/water conservation

30
30

Community Engagement

TRAILBLAZERS
Connecting Youth Empowerment Centers 

to PBC Natural Areas

NATURE NINJA WARRIORS
Connecting underrepresented children to diverse 

parks and recreation experiences 

4 Positive Experiences

AUDUBON INTERNATIONAL 

BIOBLITZ AWARD
18



Outreach

Library environmental programs 3

4 Positive Experiences

1,050 EVENTS & 37,000+ 

PARTICIPANTS
Park’s nature centers, Riverbend & PBC 

natural areas 

31

78 PROGRAMS & 1,684 

PARTICIPANTS

10,292 YOUTH
Mounts Botanical Garden programs

7,500+ PARTICIPANTS
ERM LagoonFest & Natural Areas Festival

19



Placemaking 
100% MAINTAINED

Palm Beach County natural areas public use facilities and 

miles of trails are maintained to County standards

EXPANDED PARK FACILITIES

Paulette Burdick Park, Gramercy Park Neighborhood Center, 

Villages of Windsor Phase I, Green Cay Phase II

4 Positive Experiences

Hypoluxo Scrub Natural Area

Gramercy Park Conceptual Master Plan 20

Green Cay Phase II - Ceremonial State Funding Check



County Tourism
4 Positive Experiences

Data Source: Discover the Palm Beaches
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Pine Glades

Limestone Creek 
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PROMOTE 

SUSTAINABLE, 

RESILIENT 

PRACTICES 

AND 

PRINCIPLES

GOAL 5

Resilience Waste Station

Energy Efficiency Proclamation

Vista Center

Community Services 22



Energy 

Efficiency

2,363 STREETLIGHTS
Converted to LED

288 LIGHT FIXTURES 

AT PARKS
Upgraded to LED

2,201 PERMITS 
Solar Installations

5 Resilience

Burt Aaronson South County 

Baseball Complex HVAC chiller at Vista Center

PBC Airport Redbank Road

Criminal Justice Complex LED Lights

23



Solar Permits Issued

5 Resilience

24

Solar Array at Palm Beach Zoo

FL Power & Light PBC Solar Field
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PLANNING & COMPLIANCE RESOURCE OPTIMIZATION EMISSIONS REDUCTION

Projects
Vista Center/Government Center Okeechobee Target

5 Resilience

69 EV permits

(unincorporated county)  

19 touchless water refill 

stations installed  

Finalizing the Sustainability 

Management Plan document

25



Outreach
SEFL REGIONAL 

CLIMATE ACTION PLAN
PBC adopted Regional Climate Action Plan 3.0

CLIMATE RISK COMMUNITY 

WORKSHOPS
7 community & stakeholder workshops 

162 workshop attendees

652 survey respondents

FAU CLIMATE READY 

AMBASSADORS PROGRAM 
OOR staff served on Advisory Council 

Ambassadors presented at OOR workshops

Libraries hosted student outreach

5 Resilience

FAU Climate READY Ambassadors

Climate Risk Workshop Pahokee
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Outreach
PBC FLOOD WORKSHOP

OOR partnered with the American Flood Coalition

42 PBC municipal representatives attended 

Discussed Resilient FL program & collaboration

RESILIENT AFFORDABLE 

HOUSING WORKSHOP
OOR collaborated with SE FL Regional Climate Change 

Compact to organize and host (200 attendees)

SOUTHEAST FL REGIONAL 

CLIMATE LEADERSHIP SUMMIT
OOR collaborated with Climate Compact partners to organize 

speakers and panels (700 attendees)

Palm Beach County will host the 2025 Summit !

5 Resilience

Resilient & Affordable Housing Workshop

PBC Flood Workshop at Mounts Botanical Gardens
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GOAL 6

PRESERVE AND 

ENHANCE OUR 

THRIVING 

AGRICULTURE

28



Outreach

SWEET CORN FIESTA
5,000 attendees

52,800 ears of sweet corn 

48 WORKSHOPS
2,206 clients reached 

99 AG SAFETY TRAININGS
1,769 clients reached

2,597 CEUs delivered

6 Agriculture

29

Sweet Corn FiestaEAA – Romaine and other leaf crops

Vegetable variety trial

Field Day – Pest traps

EAA rice harvest

SAVE THE DATE: 

April 28, 2024!



Educational Opportunities 

6 Agriculture

42

Empowering farm operations to self-train themselves 
(Train-The-Trainer events and using In-House Safety DVDs )

Spray rig calibration

Fertilizer calibration
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Yard weed ID Tree care

Palm diseases

6 Agriculture

Urban horticulture outreach (FY23)

239 educational events

5,597 participants

Urban horticulture topics

Home vegetable/herb gardening

Gardening for wildlife (birds, butterflies, pollinators)

Indoor gardening (bonsai, saikei, succulents, terrariums)

Florida-Friendly™ Landscaping principles

Orchid care & propagation

Shade-loving plants

Plant/flower dissection biology

Invasive plants (and iguanas)

Integrated Pest Management (good bug, bad bug)

Hydroponics

Beekeeping, aquatic plants, composting, seed libraries .….
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6 Agriculture

Herb class

Vegetable gardening

Butterfly gardens

Seed libraries Pollinator plants
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Adventure Awaits Programs

Programs at Mounts 

Botanical Gardens
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Master Gardener Volunteer program

Parks volunteers
35

ERM environmental clean-up

ERM environmental restoration



UPCOMING CROSS-DEPARTMENT 

COLLABORATIONS:
• Implementing EPA $1M grant to expand tree canopy in the Glades

• Creating Resilience Hubs at the Libraries

• Collaborating on the iNaturalist City Nature Challenge

• Managing natural spaces together

36
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QUESTIONS?


